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Commissioning Effective Change 

A consultation on the information, knowledge, media and development communication requirements and opportunities arising from The Commission for Africa report for more effective development action

London, UK – May 25th, 2005

9am to 5-30pm

Venue: BBC Broadcasting House - London  

The Background: 

The recently released Commission for Africa report received considerable support for both its analysis of the present state of African development and its suggestions for a way forward in addressing the very considerable challenges that face the people of that continent. The full report can be accessed at  http://www.commissionforafrica.org/english/report/thereport/cfafullreport.pdf   

The Commission for Africa and Information, Knowledge, Media and Development Communication   

There are two aspects to the report that have special significance for people and organizations – from local to global contexts - seeking to maximise the opportunities for effective information, knowledge, media and development communication strategies for improved development progress in the African context. 

First, the central ideas and recommendations of The Commission for Africa can not be implemented and progressed  without effective information, knowledge, media and development communication strategies. The very first paragraph in the Executive Summary stresses just two factors: “Capacity – the ability to design and deliver policies” and “Accountability” – how well a State answers to its people”. Then the strategic priorities of ‘preventing and managing conflict”; “basic education”; “investment climate”; “good governance”; “partnerships” and “mutual trust” are highlighted. These, and the other African development priorities highlighted as the most important for Africa are information, knowledge, media and development communication dependent for their success.          .        

Second, the report places considerable emphasis on expanding the specific processes of information, knowledge management, media and development communication as vitally important for future African development. These elements were woven throughout the report in both it’s analysis of the present situation and the suggested direction for more effective future action. The Report’s analysis and recommendations can probably be grouped into the following development communication categories: 

· Essential Information & Communication Processes

· Amplifying the Voices of Those Most Affected

· Deeper Media Engagement & Development

· Increasing Participation, Dialogue & Debate

· Expanding New Technology Access & Use

· Understanding & Working with the Cultural Context
These are of course central elements of any information, knowledge, media and development communication process. A brief set of examples of relevant excerpts from the Report can be seen at http://www.comminit.com/drum_beat_293.html  and a more extensive set of quotes are available at http://www.comminit.com/strategicthinking/st2005/thinking-1133.html
The Opportunity

Consequently, this Report could provide a number of strategic opportunities for improving the positioning information, knowledge, media and development communication as centrally required elements of any development strategy, including the opportunities provided by…

…the content of the Report – with its significant emphasis on the core elements of development communication there is an independent assessment on which we can argue our case

 …the status of the Report – this was a very high profile, high status process led by Prime Minister Blair and involving eminent people across a number of fields

…the interest in and profile of the Report – within the international development community, particularly in Europe and the governments and civil society groups in Africa, there has been significant interest in the Report with both the consultation process and the report’s release being very high profile.   

…some of the specific recommendations within the Report – many of which have significant information, knowledge, media and development communication elements     

 The Consultation on the 25th of May 

This consultation is planned for May 25, 2005 with the following suggested core elements: :

Goals: That participants leave the event with: 

a. A clearer understanding of the information, knowledge, media and development communication analysis and strategic actions proposed by The Commission for Africa report for more effective development progress in Africa

b. Improved insight into the arguments arising from The Commission for Africa report that provide the basis for better recognized, resourced and positioned information, knowledge, media and development communication strategies and programmes within their organizations

c. An outline of ways in which the platform of analysis, language and ideas from The Commission for Africa report can improve effective collaboration – from basic information sharing to joint action - between information, knowledge, media and development communicators for improved development progress.

Participation: The event will be for a maximum of 30 people in order to ensure good dialogue, debate, sharing and coordination possibilities, with a balance sought between bilateral agencies, African Civil Society groups, UK NGOs and Communication Initiative partners. A small group of CI Partners including BBC World Service Trust will decide on participation if the numbers interested go over 30 people.
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